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Course Outline 
Can we really investigate the entire political process in several countries? In one 
semester? How do we go about this? How do we then utilize the information and insights 
we gather for broader understanding about the problems of governance in general? The 
study of comparative politics begins with the premise that we can meaningfully analyze 
countries through comparison.  

This course provides an introduction to the theories, concepts and methods of 
comparative politics. In the first part of the course we will explore what political 
scientists mean by power, sovereignty, legitimacy, structures, and other terms. In so 
doing we will establish a framework for analysis, how we will study each country 
methodically.  

We will next apply our framework to the six countries of our study while beginning to 
make generalizations about political processes everywhere based on the results of our 
investigations. At the same time we will explore some of the big questions of 
comparative politics. Questions such as: what is the impact of culture on a state’s 
political process, can a democratically elected executive be too powerful, and how, why 
do authoritarian regimes persist? 

Learning Objectives 
You will immerse yourself in the actors, institutions and political culture of Great Britain, 
Germany, Russia, China, Egypt and Nigeria. You will explore and develop hypotheses to 
explain recurring patterns of the political process. You will improve critical, evaluative 
and writing skills. 

Course Requirements 
Because discussion will play an important role in this course, you need to keep up with 
the readings and be prepared for active participation. It’s a good idea to read a news 
source every day. There will be several seminar discussions with an accompanying 
response paper, discussion forum postings, a few assignments, some in-class debates, a 
test, a mid-term exam, seven, brief response papers and a final exam. 

Required Texts 
Comparative Politics Today, Gabriel A. Almond et al., (Pearson Longman: New York, 
2012). A special (and hopefully cheaper) edition has been created for this course. 

E-Reserves: Seven articles for our seminar discussions are in the e-reserves folder in 
Blackboard as are some additional readings. 



 
 

Make up Policy 
If you cannot take an exam at the scheduled time because of health or personal problems, 
you may take a make-up exam, subject to the following conditions: 

1) You must notify me before the exam. If you are going to miss an exam, you will 
know ahead of time. Send an email, call, do not use carrier pigeons. If you do not let 
me know before the exam you will receive a zero for that exam. 

2) No one may take more than one make up exam except under extraordinary 
circumstances. 

Absences:  
Learning is both an individual and a community experience. If you understand the 
material well, we need your insights and observations. If you don’t understand the 
material, we need your questions.  

The taxpayers of North Carolina have given up a good chunk of change so that you can 
benefit from a public university education. Let’s not waste anyone’s money. Come to 
class. Three absences allowed. There is a 10 point deduction from your final grade for 
each additional absence. 

Special Needs 
If you have special needs that will affect your ability to learn in this class, let me know 
and appropriate steps will be taken to assist you. 

Honor 
The university’s Academic Integrity Policy is available via the web at: 
http://www.uncg.edu80/Leg/Policy/HonorPolicy.html. 

Grading 
Discussion Seminars/Participation/Quizzes - 80 points 
Response papers – 140 points total 
Test – 50 points 
Midterm - 100 points  
Final Exam - 100 points 
 

Blackboard 
I use Blackboard extensively. You will find another copy of the syllabus,  and the course 
calendar in the ‘Course Information’ folder. Rubrics for the response papers can be found 
in the ‘Course Documents’ folder. In the discussion forums you will find a, ‘Questions 
for the professor’ which I will check everyday, M-F. One forum is for you to get in touch 
with fellow students, ‘Coffeehouse.’ There are also some assignments in the forums. 
Reading questions can be found in the ‘Assignments’ folder. 

 



Appendix 1: Seminar Discussions and Papers 
As we end our exploration of each country, you will be directed to an e-reserve article. 
Their names correspond to the countries we are studying. 

You will complete a brief, 2-3- 4 page response paper for each, usually revolving around 
some questions as to the insight the article provides on the country in question and for 
political systems in general. 

You will be graded on substance, style, grammar, punctuation and spelling. 

Everyone will bring their papers to class and we will have a seminar style discussion in 
which we will use the article as a launching point for explaining a country’s political 
system.  

Good writing is clear and concise. Confused thinking results in confused writing. Give 
yourself time to understand the material and your own analysis so as to write as clearly as 
possible. Don’t get bogged down in description. You are an analyst, not a tour guide. Do 
present enough solid material for your analysis to rest on. 

The Writing Center is a wonderful resource. And, in the External Links folder, there is a 
link to the website from Purdue University which also offers good grammatical advice. 

 
 
 
 
 


